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Safety and Security 
Concerns

 � The UEFA European Championship, which will take place between 10 
June and 10 July 2016, will draw millions of visitors and has prompted an 
elevated security posture.

 � Extensive measures will be in place, including increased police patrols, 
an existing state of emergency declaration and extensive monitoring of 
public venues to mitigate security concerns.

 � Infrastructure, accommodation and transport are low areas of concern 
in France, although the use of private, pre-arranged vehicles is 
recommended.
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The 2016 UEFA European Championship will take place in France from 
10 June to 10 July 2016. The country will host teams from 24 countries 
competing for the championship title. Matches will be held in multiple 
locations, including Bordeaux, Lens, Lille, Lyons, Marseille, Nice, Saint-
Etienne, Toulouse and the capital Paris; penultimate games will take place 
in Lyon and Marseille, and the championship in the Paris suburb of Saint-
Denis on 10 July. Due to the elevated threat of terrorism facing France in 
light of the November 2015 attack in Paris and the March 2016 bombings 
in Brussels as well as in view of general crime concerns, security will be 
greatly increased throughout the country.

Terrorism

The most prominent threat in France at present is terrorism, and this is a 
concern for authorities as the country hosts the Euro 2016 tournament. 
The Islamic State (IS) group claimed responsibility for both the November 
2015 attack in Paris and the March 2016 bombing attacks in Brussels, 
Belgium; numerous reports of continued threats have since emerged, 
illustrating the nature and scope of the issue. Additionally, there is a threat 
stemming from French nationals not directly affiliated with, but sympathetic 
to terrorist groups. These individuals or groups could carry out lone-wolf 
style attacks inspired by IS and similar groups. The terrorism alert system is 
known as Vigipirate, and has two levels: Vigilance and Attack, the latter of 
which indicates an imminent threat. While the country’s alert level remains 
at Vigilance, the government has elevated its security posture, increasing 
security patrols in high priority areas to mitigate the threat or terrorism. 

Security Measures 

Security will be greatly increased throughout France, especially at 
the border, near match sites and in the vicinity of fan zones. A state of 
emergency was declared following the November 2015 terrorist attack in 
Paris. The state of emergency remains in place, renewed through the end 
of July 2016 in light of security concerns related to the games. Police and 
security forces have been granted extraordinary powers under the state of 
emergency, including the power to place individuals deemed a threat to 
public order under house arrest. Security patrols have also been massively 
increased since the November 2015 attack, and thousands more security 
forces are likely to deploy to match venues during the tournament.

Fan zones (outdoor viewing areas for spectators to watch matches) 
are being established in various locations, with up to eight million fans 
expected. CCTV monitoring will be put in place in and around these fan 
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zones, which will have controlled access at various checkpoints. There will 
be explosive searches, pat-downs, metal detectors and other measures put 
in place at entrances/exits as a safety measure, and police will not allow 
items like large bags to be carried into fan zones or matches. 

Hooliganism

Security forces both in France and abroad are aware of the potential for 
hooliganism and other forms of violence associated with soccer matches. 
International partners have implemented travel bans for many who have 
been convicted of soccer violence in past instances, forcing them to 
surrender passports for the duration of the tournament. French authorities 
may also seek to prevent those deemed threats to public order from entering 
the country. Domestically, those with known ties to hooliganism will be 
barred from entering stadiums and may be prevented from entering fan 
zones. A heightened security presence will be in place at all matches to 
maintain order and prevent any clashes or violence between rival fan 
groups.

Protests and Strikes 

France is presently experiencing significant labor unrest in response to 
reformed labor regulations. Multiple coordinated strikes and major protests 
have occurred in recent months, bringing significant disruption to public 
transport, air travel, the rail network, government services and the private 
sector. At this time, no actions have been called specifically for the time 
period of the Euro 2016 tournament. However, Air France pilots have 
threatened to strike during the tournament, and taxi drivers have threatened 
to blockade stadiums during matches. Additionally, one major union at the 
French National Railway Company (SNCF) is conducting weekly strikes 
on Wednesday and Thursdays, which could extend into the tournament; 
another union at SNCF has threatened to strike through the event. 
Additionally, some protests over the labor law have become violent, with 
protesters and police clashing. The possibility of further such unrest cannot 
be ruled out.

A protest movement known as Nuit Debout (Rise up at night) is ongoing in 
France. The protest has centered in Paris, with participants taking part in 
nightly gatherings in the Place de la Republique in the city center; it should 
be noted that related protests have taken place in many other major cities. 
Most Nuit Debout protests have been peaceful, but there have been clashes 
between demonstrators and police, with tear gas used to disperse violent 
protesters. The state of emergency restricts freedom of assembly, and police 
may attempt to prevent Nuit Debout from gathering during the tournament. 
This has the potential to spark further clashes and unrest.

Crime

Crime is an area of moderate concern throughout France. Petty theft and 
robbery are the areas of greatest concern, as the rate of violent crime 
in France is below that of many countries. Thieves may operate in fan 
zones, using crowded conditions as distraction and cover for criminal 
activity. Similarly, airports, public transit and transportation hubs are all 
likely to see increased criminal activity due to the influx of visitors for the 
tournament. While French police will be deployed in increased numbers 
to deter crime, standard security precautions are advised, especially after 
dark. It should also be noted that Marseille and Saint-Denis experience 
higher than average rates of crime of all kinds. Major French cities also 
have impoverished suburban areas known as banlieues. As banlieues 
experience high rates of crime, they should be avoided. Increased caution 
is recommended in the noted areas.

Cyber-crime may present an area of elevated concern. The influx of millions 
of tourists is likely to prompt computer thieves to increase their efforts to 
break into private networks and skim data from public networks to commit 
identity theft, fraud and other crimes. It is recommended to only connect to 
secure networks and to monitor bank accounts and credit cards to detect 
unauthorized transactions.

Health Issues and 
Infrastructure

Transportation and 
Accommodations

Medical facilities, both state-run and private ones, offer a good standard 
of care countrywide. However, not all medical personnel have a good 
knowledge of English, so the ability to communicate in French may be 
advantageous. Pharmacies are available in all cities and towns, and basic 
medical supplies are readily available. There are no specific vaccinations 
necessary for travel to the country.

Road travel is an area of some concern in France. Local driving habits can 
be aggressive and unsafe, and the rules of the road can differ from those of 
other countries. Public transport is widely available in all cities. However, it 
should be noted that crowded conditions facilitate pick-pocketing and other 
forms of petty theft, and criminals are likely to attempt to target foreign 
visitors due to perceived unfamiliarity with security conditions; a similar risk 
exists for those traveling by rail. Despite this, the French National Railway 
Company (SNCF) provides efficient, fast and reliable service to all major 
cities. To mitigate the risks associated with transport, the use of private, pre-
arranged vehicles is recommended.

Tournament matches are taking place in or in close proximity to major cities. 
France’s status as a major tourist destination means that a wide variety of 
accommodations are available to travellers, and there are generally no 
major concerns associated with accommodations in the country. However, 
it should be noted that some criminal activity may increase near hotels 
as criminals may attempt to sell illicit goods and services to visitors. There 
is also a threat of unruly, disruptive and violent behaviour on the part of 
hotel guests, especially after matches take place. It should also be noted 
that due to the influx of visitors for the event, there may be difficulty finding 
accommodations in some areas and reservations should be made in 
advance when possible. 
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 � It is recommended to monitor local developments and stay abreast of 
current events.

 � French is the official language, but English is widely understood in many 
urban areas, especially in zones catering to visitors and tourists.

 � Travelers should be aware of how their medical issues may affect travel 
and plan accordingly. Health insurance is recommended, and those with 
prescription medications should bring them with their original packaging 
along with copies of the prescription.

 � Accommodations and transportation should be booked and arranged in 
advance to avoid issues with availability.

 � Travelers should keep a low profile and minimize displays of wealth. 

 � Visitors are advised to limit travel by foot after dark and should travel in 
groups as a general security precaution.

 � Travelers should maintain physical contact with essential possessions at 
all times while in public. 

 � All travelers should avoid all protests as a precaution. 

 � Travelers are advised to hire a vetted car service if road travel is 
necessary for added reliability and safety. 

 � Travelers should maintain awareness of their surroundings, particularly 
while using public transportation, to mitigate security and safety 
concerns. 

 � Travelers are advised to carry identification at all times. 

 � Travel delays at public transportation hubs, including airports and train 
stations, should be expected due to the high volume of visitors attending 
the games.

 � Similar disruptions and delays are likely throughout the country due to the 
high security posture that authorities have adopted. 

Recommendations

For further information please contact AIG Travel 
Security at HoustonGSOC@aig.com.
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